PREFACE.

IN' more than one respect, the subject treated in the fol-
lowing book deserves a full share of our attention. Regarded
merely from the general scientific point of view, and espe-
cially from that of the history of law and of comparative
legislation, it must be of the greatest interest to obtain a
clear insight into a very minute and circumstantial law of
marriage, the origin of which dates back to Biblical anti-
quity, and which, although adapted in many particulars to
conditions that have since changed, nevertheless has a well-
founded historical importance, from the fact that, through a
long succession of centuries, it has exerted the most salutary
influence upon the domestic life of the Jewish people all over
the world.

This law of marriage, however, lays claim to more than a
mere historical and archaeological interest, inasmuch as it
affects the life of to-day. In numerous instances it is still
acknowledged as the rule and criterion of practical conduct.
Many of its precepts and regulations are authoritative for
religious Israelites even where, as here in the United States
and in some European countries, civil marriage exists and
the State takes no cognizance whatever of the ecclesiastical
element of marriage. In those countries in which the law
is adapted to the different forms of faith of the recognized
religious bodies, and where consequently the Jews have also
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